
Abraham Lincoln - Address in Independence Hall 

On Abraham Lincoln's inaugural journey to Washington as president-elect, he stopped in Philadelphia at 

the site where the Declaration of Independence had been signed. One of the most famous statements in 

the speech was, "I have never had a feeling politically that did not spring from the sentiments embodied 

in the Declaration of Independence." This hall also was the place where Lincoln's body lay in state after 

his assassination in 1865, one of many stops his funeral train made before he was laid to rest in 

Springfield, Illinois. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, February 22, 1861 

 

Mr. Cuyler: I am filled with deep emotion at finding myself standing here, in this place, where were 

collected together the wisdom, the patriotism, the devotion to principle, from which sprang the 

institutions under which we live.  

You have kindly suggested to me that in my hands is the task of restoring peace to the present 

distracted condition of the country. I can say in return, Sir, that all the political sentiments I entertain 

have been drawn, so far as I have been able to draw them, from the sentiments which originated and 

were given to the world from this hall.  

I have never had a feeling politically that did not spring from the sentiments embodied in the 

Declaration of Independence. I have often pondered over the dangers which were incurred by the men 

who assembled here, and framed and adopted that Declaration of Independence. I have pondered over 

the toils that were endured by the officers and soldiers of the army who achieved that Independence. I 

have often inquired of myself, what great principle or idea it was that kept this Confederacy so long 

together.  

It was not the mere matter of the separation of the Colonies from the motherland; but that sentiment in 

the Declaration of Independence which gave liberty, not alone to the people of this country, but, I hope, 

to the world, for all future time. It was that which gave promise that in due time the weight would be 

lifted from the shoulders of all men. This is a sentiment embodied in the Declaration of Independence.  

Now, my friends, can this country be saved upon that basis? If it can, I will consider myself one of the 

happiest men in the world, if I can help to save it. If it cannot be saved upon that principle, it will be truly 

awful. But if this country cannot be saved without giving up that principle, I was about to say I would 

rather be assassinated on this spot than surrender it. 

Now, in my view of the present aspect of affairs, there need be no bloodshed and war. There is no 

necessity for it. I am not in favor of such a course, and I may say, in advance, that there will be no 

bloodshed unless it be forced upon the Government, and then it will be compelled to act in self-defence. 

My friends, this is wholly an unexpected speech, and I did not expect to be called upon to say a word 

when I came here. I supposed it was merely to do something toward raising the flag. I may, therefore, 

have said something indiscreet. (Cries of "No, no") I have said nothing but what I am willing to live by 

and, if it be the pleasure of Almighty God, die by. 



Abraham Lincoln - Electric Cord Speech at Chicago – July 10, 1858 - 

Excerpted 

 

 My Fellow Citizens: —On yesterday evening, upon the occasion of the reception given to Senator 

Douglas, I was furnished with a seat very convenient for hearing him, and was otherwise very 

courteously treated by him and his friends, and for which I thank him and them. During the course of his 

remarks my name was mentioned in such a way, as I suppose renders it at least not improper that I 

should make some sort of reply to him. I shall not attempt to follow him in the precise order in which he 

addressed the assembled multitude upon that occasion, though I shall perhaps do so in the main. 

… 

 Judge Douglas made two points upon my recent speech at Springfield. He says they are to be the 

issues of this campaign.  

 The first one of these points he bases upon the language in a speech which I delivered at Springfield, 

which I believe I can quote correctly from memory. I said there that “we are now far into the fifth year 

since a policy was instituted for the avowed object and with the confident promise of putting an end to 

slavery agitation; under the operation of that policy, that agitation had only not ceased, but has 

constantly augmented.”—(A voice)—”That’s the very language.”  

“I believe it will not cease until a crisis shall have been reached and passed. A house divided against itself 

cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free.” 

[Applause.] “I do not expect the Union to be dissolved,”—I am quoting from my speech—”I do not 

expect the house to fall, but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing or the 

other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the spread of it, and place it where the public mind 

shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction, or its advocates will push it forward 

until it shall become alike lawful in all the States, North as well as South.” [Good, good.] 

 What is the paragraph. In this paragraph which I have quoted in your hearing, and to which I ask the 

attention of all, Judge Douglas thinks he discovers great political heresy. I want your attention 

particularly to what he has inferred from it. He says I am in favor of making all the States of this Union 

uniform in all their internal regulations; that in all their domestic concerns I am in favor of making them 

entirely uniform. He draws this inference from the language I have quoted to you.  

 He says that I am in favor of making war by the North upon the South for the extinction of slavery; 

that I am also in favor of inviting (as he expresses it) the South to a war upon the North, for the purpose 

of nationalizing slavery. Now, it is singular enough, if you will carefully read that passage over, that I did 

not say that I was in favor of anything in it. I only said what I expected would take place. I made a 

prediction only—it may have been a foolish one perhaps. I did not even say that I desired that slavery 

should be put in course of ultimate extinction. I do say so now, however, [great applause] so there need 

be no longer any difficulty about that. It may be written down in the great speech. [Applause and 

laughter.] 



 Gentlemen, Judge Douglas informed you that this speech of mine was probably carefully prepared. I 

admit that it was. I am not master of language; I have not a fine education; I am not capable of entering 

into a disquisition upon dialectics, as I believe you call it; but I do not believe the language I employed 

bears any such construction as Judge Douglas put upon it. But I don’t care about a quibble in regard to 

words. I know what I meant, and I will not leave this crowd in doubt, if I can explain it to them, what I 

really meant in the use of that paragraph. 

 I am not, in the first place, unaware that this Government has endured eighty-two years, half slave 

and half free. I know that. I am tolerably well acquainted with the history of the country, and I know that 

it has endured eighty-two years, half slave and half free. I believe—and that is what I meant to allude to 

there—I believe it has endured because, during all that time, until the introduction of the Nebraska Bill, 

the public mind did rest, all the time, in the belief that slavery was in course of ultimate extinction. 

[“Good!” “Good!” and applause.]  

 

 That was what gave us the rest that we had through that period of eighty-two years; at least, so I 

believe. I have always hated slavery, I think as much as any Abolitionist. [Applause.] I have been an Old 

Line Whig. I have always hated it, but I have always been quiet about it until this new era of the 

introduction of the Nebraska Bill began. I always believed that everybody was against it, and that it was 

in course of ultimate extinction. (Pointing to Mr. Browning, who stood near by.) Browning thought so; 

the great mass of the nation have rested in the belief that slavery was in course of ultimate extinction. 

They had reason so to believe. 

 The adoption of the Constitution and its attendant history led the people to believe so; and that such 

was the belief of the framers of the Constitution itself. Why did those old men, about the time of the 

adoption of the Constitution, decree that Slavery should not go into the new territory, where it had not 

already gone? Why declare that within twenty years the African Slave Trade, by which slaves are 

supplied, might be cut off by Congress? Why were all these acts? I might enumerate more of these 

acts—but enough. What were they but a clear indication that the framers of the Constitution intended 

and expected the ultimate extinction of that institution. [Cheers.]  

 And now, when I say, as I said in my speech that Judge Douglas has quoted from, when I say that I 

think the opponents of slavery will resist the farther spread of it, and place it where the public mind 

shall rest with the belief that it is in course of ultimate extinction, I only mean to say, that they will place 

it where the founders of this Government originally placed it. 

… 

I have said a hundred times, and I have now no inclination to take it back, that I believe there is no right, 

and ought to be no inclination in the people of the free States to enter into the slave States, and 

interfere with the question of slavery at all. I have said that always. Judge Douglas has heard me say it—

if not quite a hundred times, at least as good as a hundred times; and when it is said that I am in favor of 

interfering with slavery where it exists, I know it is unwarranted by anything I have ever intended, and, 

as I believe, by anything I have ever said. If, by any means, I have ever used language which could fairly 

be so construed, (as, however, I believe I never have,) I now correct it. 



 We were often—more than once at least—in the course of Judge Douglas’ speech last night, 

reminded that this government was made for white men—that he believed it was made for white men. 

Well, that is putting it into a shape in which no one wants to deny it, but the Judge then goes into his 

passion for drawing inferences that are not warranted. I protest, now and forever, against that 

counterfeit logic which presumes that because I do not want a negro woman for a slave, I do necessarily 

want her for a wife. [Laughter and cheers.]  

 My understanding is that I need not have her for either, but as God made us separate, we can leave 

one another alone and do one another much good thereby.  

 There are white men enough to marry all the white women, and enough black men to marry all the 

black women, and in God’s name let them be so married. The Judge regales us with the terrible 

enormities that take place by the mixture of races; that the inferior race bears the superior down. Why, 

Judge, if we do not let them get together in the Territories they won’t mix there. [Immense applause.] 

A voice—”Three cheers for Lincoln.” [The cheers were given with a hearty good will.] 

Mr. Lincoln—I should say at least that that is a self evident truth. 

… 

The 4th of July 

 Now, it happens that we meet together once every year, sometime about the 4th of July, for some 

reason or other. These 4th of July gatherings I suppose have their uses. If you will indulge me, I will state 

what I suppose to be some of them. 

 We are now a mighty nation, we are thirty—or about thirty millions of people, and we own and 

inhabit about one-fifteenth part of the dry land of the whole earth. We run our memory back over the 

pages of history for about eighty-two years and we discover that we were then a very small people in 

point of numbers, vastly inferior to what we are now, with a vastly less extent of country,—with vastly 

less of everything we deem desirable among men,—we look upon the change as exceedingly 

advantageous to us and to our posterity, and we fix upon something that happened away back, as in 

some way or other being connected with this rise of prosperity.  

 We find a race of men living in that day whom we claim as our fathers and grandfathers; they were 

iron men, they fought for the principle that they were contending for; and we understood that by what 

they then did it has followed that the degree of prosperity that we now enjoy has come to us.  

 We hold this annual celebration to remind ourselves of all the good done in this process of time of 

how it was done and who did it, and how we are historically connected with it; and we go from these 

meetings in better humor with ourselves—we feel more attached the one to the other and more firmly 

bound to the country we inhabit.  

 In every way we are better men in the age, and race, and country in which we live for these 

celebrations. But after we have done all this we have not yet reached the whole. There is something else 

connected with it. We have besides these men—descended by blood from our ancestors—among us 

perhaps half our people who are not descendants at all of these men, they are men who have come 



from Europe—German, Irish, French and Scandinavian—men that have come from Europe themselves, 

or whose ancestors have come hither and settled here, finding themselves our equals in all things. 

  If they look back through this history to trace their connection with those days by blood, they find 

they have none, they cannot carry themselves back into that glorious epoch and make themselves feel 

that they are part of us, but when they look through that old Declaration of Independence they find that 

those old men say that “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,” and 

then they feel that that moral sentiment taught in that day evidences their relation to those men, that it 

is the father of all moral principle in them, and that they have a right to claim it as though they were 

blood of the blood, and flesh of the flesh of the men who wrote that Declaration, (loud and long 

continued applause) and so they are. 

 That is the electric cord in that Declaration that links the hearts of patriotic and liberty-loving men 

together, that will link those patriotic hearts as long as the love of freedom exists in the minds of men 

throughout the world. [Applause.] 

 Now, sirs, for the purpose of squaring things with this idea of “don’t care if slavery is voted up or 

voted down,” for sustaining the Dred Scott decision [A voice—”Hit him again”], for holding that the 

Declaration of Independence did not mean anything at all, we have Judge Douglas giving his exposition 

of what the Declaration of Independence means, and we have him saying that the people of America are 

equal to the people of England.  

 According to his construction, you Germans are not connected with it. Now I ask you in all soberness, 

if all these things, if indulged in, if ratified, if confirmed and endorsed, if taught to our children, and 

repeated to them, do not tend to rub out the sentiment of liberty in the country, and to transform this 

Government into a government of some other form. Those arguments that are made, that the inferior 

race are to be treated with as much allowance as they are capable of enjoying; that as much is to be 

done for them as their condition will allow.  

 What are these arguments? They are the arguments that kings have made for enslaving the people in 

all ages of the world. You will find that all the arguments in favor of king-craft were of this class; they 

always bestrode the necks of the people, not that they wanted to do it, but because the people were 

better off for being ridden. That is their argument, and this argument of the Judge is the same old 

serpent that says you work and I eat, you toil and I will enjoy the fruits of it.  

 Turn in whatever way you will—whether it come from the mouth of a King, an excuse for enslaving 

the people of his country, or from the mouth of men of one race as a reason for enslaving the men of 

another race, it is all the same old serpent, and I hold if that course of argumentation that is made for 

the purpose of convincing the public mind that we should not care about this, should be granted, it does 

not stop with the negro.  

 I should like to know if taking this old Declaration of Independence, which declares that all men are 

equal upon principle and making exceptions to it where will it stop. If one man says it does not mean a 

negro, why not another say it does not mean some other man? If that declaration is not the truth, let us 

get the Statute book, in which we find it and tear it out! Who is so bold as to do it! [Voices—”me” “no 



one,” &c.] If it is not true let us tear it out! [cries of “no, no,”] let us stick to it then, [cheers] let us stand 

firmly by it then. [Applause.] 

 It may be argued that there are certain conditions that make necessities and impose them upon us, 

and to the extent that a necessity is imposed upon a man he must submit to it. I think that was the 

condition in which we found ourselves when we established this government.  

 We had slavery among us, we could not get our constitution unless we permitted them to remain in 

slavery, we could not secure the good we did secure if we grasped for more, and having by necessity 

submitted to that much, it does not destroy the principle that is the charter of our liberties. Let that 

charter stand as our standard. 

 My friend has said to me that I am a poor hand to quote Scripture. I will try it again, however. It is 

said in one of the admonitions of the Lord, “As your Father in Heaven is perfect, be ye also perfect.” The 

Savior, I suppose, did not expect that any human creature could be perfect as the Father in Heaven; but 

He said, “As your Father in Heaven is perfect, be ye also perfect.” He set that up as a standard, and he 

who did most towards reaching that standard, attained the highest degree of moral perfection. 

  So I say in relation to the principle that all men are created equal, let it be as nearly reached as we 

can. If we cannot give freedom to every creature, let us do nothing that will impose slavery upon any 

other creature. [Applause.] Let us then turn this government back into the channel in which the framers 

of the Constitution originally placed it. Let us stand firmly by each other. If we do not do so we are 

turning in the contrary direction, that our friend Judge Douglas proposes—not intentionally—as working 

in the traces tend to make this one universal slave nation. [A voice—”that is so.”] He is one that runs in 

that direction, and as such I resist him. 

 My friends, I have detained you about as long as I desired to do, and I have only to say, let us discard 

all this quibbling about this man and the other man—this race and that race and the other race being 

inferior, and therefore they must be placed in an inferior position—discarding our standard that we 

have left us. Let us discard all these things, and unite as one people throughout this land, until we shall 

once more stand up declaring that all men are created equal. 

 My friends, I could not, without launching off upon some new topic, which would detain you too 

long, continue to-night. [Cries of “go on.”] I thank you for this most extensive audience that you have 

furnished me to-night. I leave you, hoping that the lamp of liberty will burn in your bosoms until there 

shall no longer be a doubt that all men are created free and equal. 

Abraham Lincoln 

July 10, 1858 
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Fragment on the Constitution and the Union by Abraham
Lincoln (1809-1865) – Reprinted from The U.S.
Constitution, A Reader, Published by Hillsdale College

constitutingamerica.org/fragment-on-the-constitution-and-the-union-by-abraham-lincoln-1809-1865-reprinted-from-
the-u-s-constitution-a-reader-published-by-hillsdale-college/

This never appeared in Lincoln’s public speeches, but it is possible that he composed it while
writing his First Inaugural Address. It draws upon the King James translation of Proverbs
25:11–”A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver”–to describe the
relationship between the principles of the Declaration and the purpose of the Constitution.

January 1861

All this is not the result of accident. It has a philosophical cause. Without the Constitution and
the Union, we could not have attained the result; but even these, are not the primary cause
of our great prosperity. There is something back of these, entwining itself more closely about
the human heart. That something, is the principle of “Liberty to all”–the principle that clears
the path for all–gives hope to all–and, by consequence, enterprise,and industry to all.

The expression of that principle, in our Declaration of Independence, was most happy, and
fortunate. Without this, as well as with it, we could have declared our independence of Great
Britain; but without it, we could not, I think, have secured our free government, and
consequent prosperity. No oppressed, people will fight, and endure, as our fathers did,
without the promise of something better, than a mere change of masters.

The assertion of that principle, at that time, was the word, “fitly spoken”which has proved an
“apple of gold” to us. The Union, and the Constitution, are the picture of silver, subsequently
framed around it. The picture was made, not to conceal, or destroy the apple; but
to adorn, and preserve it. The picture was made for the apple–not the apple for the picture.

So let us act, that neither picture, or apple shall ever be blurred, or bruised or broken.

That we may so act, we must study, and understand the points of danger

1. Abraham Lincoln, “Fragment on the Constitution and the Union,” January 1861, in Roy
P. Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, Vol. 4 (New Brunswick, NJ:
Rutgers University Press, 1953), 168-69. Reprinted with the permission of the Abraham
Lincoln Association, Springfield, IL.

https://constitutingamerica.org/fragment-on-the-constitution-and-the-union-by-abraham-lincoln-1809-1865-reprinted-from-the-u-s-constitution-a-reader-published-by-hillsdale-college/


The Gettysburg Address 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

November 19, 1863 

 On June 1, 1865, Senator Charles Sumner referred to the most famous speech ever given by 

President Abraham Lincoln. In his eulogy on the slain president, he called the Gettysburg Address a 

"monumental act." He said Lincoln was mistaken that "the world will little note, nor long remember 

what we say here." Rather, the Bostonian remarked, "The world noted at once what he said, and will 

never cease to remember it. The battle itself was less important than the speech." 

 There are five known copies of the speech in Lincoln's handwriting, each with a slightly different text, 

and named for the people who first received them: Nicolay, Hay, Everett, Bancroft and Bliss. Two copies 

apparently were written before delivering the speech, one of which probably was the reading copy. The 

remaining ones were produced months later for soldier benefit events. Despite widely-circulated stories 

to the contrary, the president did not dash off a copy aboard a train to Gettysburg. Lincoln carefully 

prepared his major speeches in advance; his steady, even script in every manuscript is consistent with a 

firm writing surface, not the notoriously bumpy Civil War-era trains. Additional versions of the speech 

appeared in newspapers of the era, feeding modern-day confusion about the authoritative text. 

Bliss Copy 

 Ever since Lincoln wrote it in 1864, this version has been the most often reproduced, notably on the 

walls of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington. It is named after Colonel Alexander Bliss, stepson of 

historian George Bancroft. Bancroft asked President Lincoln for a copy to use as a fundraiser for soldiers 

(see "Bancroft Copy" below). However, because Lincoln wrote on both sides of the paper, the speech 

could not be reprinted, so Lincoln made another copy at Bliss's request. It is the last known copy written 

by Lincoln and the only one signed and dated by him. Today it is on display at the Lincoln Room of the 

White House.  

The Gettysburg Address 

 Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived 

in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a 

great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long 

endure.  

 We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a 

final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting 

and proper that we should do this. 

 But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this 

ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor 

power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can 

never forget what they did here.  



 It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here 

have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining 

before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave 

the last full measure of devotion -- that  

 We here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall 

have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall 

not perish from the earth. 

 

Abraham Lincoln 

November 19, 1863 

 


